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Vedic period '\ (quoted by A. Govindacarya Svamin).
The Brahma Sutras (2:2:42) give the typical
Pancharatric teaching on Vyuhas and Avataras ; Sanyal
maintains that the Religion goes back through the
Sattvatas and Vaikhanasas to Narayana Himself, being
only renewed from time to time by the Avataras. In
Gita 4:1-3 Sri Krishna Himself claims only to hand
on the older teaching, and in Gita 10 : 26 He calls.
Narada the chief of the Divine Rishis, while 10 : 13
even seems to hint that Narada was the earlier teacher
of the same doctrine now being restated by the Lord-
This shows that when the Gita was being written, if nob
at the time of Kurukshetra itself, Narada's name wa&
associated with some great scripture on the doctrines of,
love and yoga of Devotion (cf. Gita 10 : 8-11), as m
the later Tantra and Pancharatra, There is no apparent
reason for brusquely rejecting these suggestive hints of
the great antiquity of the Bhagavata religion. Radha-
krishnan admits that the Gita bases on the Upanisads^
and so must be later than they, but insists that it is
earlier than the Sutras and is definitely pre-Christian^
say of the 5th century B.C. It contains the docrines of.
devotion and surrender fully developed.

, In an article in Kalyana Kalpataru, Gita Number^
on the age of the Gita, C. V. Vaidya points out that the
Satapatha Brahmana declares the Krittika stars rise;

sc exactly in the east", while lf all other stars deviate,
from the east"- This was astronomically true about:

B.C. 3000, at which time Parlkshit was still a recent,
King; this confirms the date of B.C. 3102 for the start